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D r. Kamala Kumari Karri, 60, of Germantown, Tennessee

passed away at home, surrounded by family, on February 13,

2023.

Born in India on December 1962, Kamala spent her childhood in the rural community of Aravalli,

India, growing up with her siblings and many cousins and playing amongst the rice fields. She
moved to Kansas in 1981 where she pursued an associate’s degree in nursing which ignited a 39-
year career dedicated to patient care. After relocating to Brooklyn, NY, Kamala worked for seven

years as an intensive critical care nurse while also raising two children and pursuing a bachelor’s
degree in nursing at State University of New York (SUNY) Downstate. She relocated to Huntsville,

Alabama, and earned a master’s degree in nursing from the University of Alabama, Huntsville
after which she began practicing as a Nurse Practitioner. Eventually, Kamala and her family
settled in Memphis where she spent over 15 years at the Transplant Institute at Methodist Hospital

through 2022, managing the health of recent transplant recipients. Never deterred by age or
circumstance, in 2015, at the age of 52, she graduated with a doctorate in nursing from the
University of Tennessee – an accomplishment that always filled her and her family with a sense of

pride.

Beyond her academic and professional achievements, Kamala was the anchor of stability to her

family and an unceasing example of love, compassion, patience, and kindness towards everyone
she knew. She married her husband Someswara in 1981 and later on gave birth to two children,
Saradasri and Sashank. She was an active member of the Indian Cultural Center and Temple

(ICCT) and the Telugu Association of Memphis where she was committed to strengthening
community bonds. On a personal level, she enjoyed hosting her friends and family at social

gatherings. Kamala was always dependable and everyone in the community knew that she would
be there to provide support to those enduring their own personal struggles, while in her own
quiet way, she bravely faced a 13 year battle with breast cancer.
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Instead of letting her struggles define her, Kamala focused on living in the present. She immersed
herself in supporting her husband, children, and grandchild, and providing compassionate care

to her patients, all while continuing medical treatments. She found joy in the ordinary moments
with her family and sought to broaden her horizons while traveling across the globe. She had an

adventurous spirit that took her on a road trip across the northwest to visit National Parks, a cruise
around Antarctica, and trips across Europe and India, including spiritual pilgrimage hikes
through the Himalayan Mountains, and to Mount Kailasa. She took every experience and found

the subtle beauty and deeper meaning in it as she sought to enjoy the short time she was given.
She was truly an inspiration to her family and will be dearly missed.

Kamala was preceded in death by her father, Dr. Satyanarayana Reddy Satti. She is survived by
her husband Dr. Someswara Reddy Karri; two children, Dr. Saradasri Wellikoff (Nathaniel) and
Sashank Karri; one grandchild, Aiden Wellikoff; her mother, Sita Rama Siva Bhagyavati Satti;

three siblings, Uma Konala, Dr. Suryakumar Reddy, and Rama Reddy; and numerous in-laws,
cousins, nieces, and nephews.

A visitation and memorial service will be held at 9:30 a.m., Thursday, February 16 at Memorial

Park Funeral Home, 5668 Poplar Ave., Memphis, TN 38119. In lieu of flowers, please donate to the
Susan G Komen foundation.
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Visitation

Memorial Park Funeral Home

5668 Poplar Ave, Memphis TN 38119

Funeral Service

Memorial Park Funeral Home

5668 Poplar Ave, Memphis TN 38119
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9:00 AM - 10:30 AM CT

Thursday, February 16, 2023

10:30 AM CT

PAGE 5 OF 7

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=35.1054239,-89.8725823
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=35.1054239,-89.8725823


Tribute Wall Dr. Kamala Karri
DEC  12, 1962 - FEB  13, 2023

MF

Tahbrez May 2 at 7:13 AM

I had the Honor, and sincere appreciation to work for Her in her Husband's office, my heartfelt

condolences to her family and Dr. Karri, She had such the sweetest soul, shall always cherish

her listening ear and teaching. To her Kids, those we love don't go away, they walk beside us

every day. Unseen, unheard, but always near. So loved, so missed and held so dear.

Verna Harris June 10 at 6:01 PM

She was a beautiful person. She will be truly missed.

Michelle Floyd posted:

I met Kamala when she moved from AL and worked with her husband for many years and then with

her directly in transplant. Such a kind caring person. Kamala always knew the right thing to say, was

very encouraging and uplifting. She will truly be missed. Many prayers lifted for her family.

February 16 at 5:54 AM

TA

VH

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Karri family.

February 16 at 5:21 AM

Anonymous sent a Fiery Lily and Rose to the Karri family.

February 15 at 5:50 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Kamala by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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